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Report of a Sexual Assault

Criminal Investigation Office
Investigates

!

With the advice of military
prosecutors and a Staff

Judge Advocate, Senior
Commander Reviews
Investigation

4

If legal counsel advises court

martial

(

NOTE: A victim does not have to report an
attack to their commanders. Rather,
victims can report to a range of
individuals, including medical personnel,
military or civilian law enforcement
personnel, friends, neighbors, sexual
assault prevention personnel, or, if they
wish, their chain of command. The
command does, after a report is made,
play a critical role in protecting a victim,
by separating a victim and an accused, for

\ example. )

g

Commander agrees

g

Commander disagrees

l

l

Case proceeds to court
martial

(

Automatic review by the
civilian Service Secretary for
final decision.

remains.

NOTE: Under this approach, advice of
legal counsel becomes more important,
because in those infrequent times when
counsel suggests trial and a commander

declines, the civilian Service Secretary

automatically assumes final authority on
ordering a trial. Meanwhile, commanders
can continue to order trials when legal
counsel recommends not proceeding to
trial, increasing the likelihood that
offenders will be prosecuted. The
importance of command authority over a
unit remains and the heft associated with
a commanders’ ordering of a court martial




