Yu, Cathy-

From: Guenov, Tressa S SES (US)_

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 6:40 PM
To: Yu, Cathy-
Cc: Chandrasekaran, Rekha D CIV OSD OASD LA (US); Munchmeyer, Theodore W (Ted) Col

USAF OSD OASD LA (US); Bukowczyk, Jeremy MAJ USARMY OSD OASD LA (US); Laitin,
Anna [l Hudson, William A Jr CIV OSD OGC (US)
Subject: Responses

Hi Cathy, per discussion with Julie and Anna, see below responses. I'll give you a buzz tomorrow to talk things through if

needed. My#is_. Thanks! -Tressa

Q: The VA told us that, "If the Veteran has provided medical evidence of a
diagnosis of a presumptive disability, and DoD provides confirmation of
full-body exposure, then service connection would be granted presumptively."
So our question was about DoD's process for providing confirmation of
full-body exposure, not adjudication of the benefits, which we know is VA's
wheelhouse. What's DoD's process of providing confirmation of full-body
exposure and are there any written rules and procedures for doing so? If
there are, please provide us a copy of these procedures.

A: Here's the way the process works:

1) DoD collected data from all the sites where we thought we could find
information on individuals possibly exposed to chemical or biological

agents. Those data were collected (at different times) and incorporated

into what we now call the chem-bio database. The database contains whatever
we were able to find about the possible exposure of individuals involved in
testing.

2) DoD and VA cooperated to make the database accessible to individuals in
the Veterans Benefits Administration who needed to confirm or deny the
presence of data on a particular individual.

3) The VA analyst can access the database and look up the individual in
guestion, and the data for that individual would show whatever DoD knows
about the individual's exposure.

4) There is no field for "full body" tests, but if the discovered record
indicated that the test was full-body, there should be a comment to that
effect in the comment field.

5) The access, the inquiry, and the determination can be made by the VA
without any DoD involvement.

Alternatively, if the VA chooses not to use the database, it sends to DoD
documents asking whether the individual was exposed.

1) Our analyst would review the database for the name of the individual and
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confirm or deny the presence of the individual's name in the database. If

the database showed the individual was exposed, we'd provide to the VA that
information, including indication of full-body exposure if the comments in

the database so indicated. In this respect, our process to confirm

full-body testing is the same as the VA could do without our assistance.

2) In addition, our analyst would review any documents provided by VA to
determine if we can determine there is evidence of participation in a test,
work related to a test, or information that would suggest exposure. We
would provide our observations back to the VA.

Q: Also, another clarifying question, is a veteran's full-body exposure

based solely then on individual records and the fact that the veteran may
have been at a site where mustard gas testing is known to have taken place
has nothing to do with confirming that veteran's full-body exposure?

A: Only if the discovered record reflected a full-body test would the record

in the database have the comment to that effect. The fact that a veteran was
at a location that conducted testing, even full-body testing, would not mean
the individual was part of the test unless the discovered record tied

him/her to the test.

Q:0n the flip side of that, if a veteran is not known to have been at a

known testing site, then does DoD automatically determine that there was no
full-body exposure? Or is there still a review of individual records in that
case?

A: The site has no effect in the determination. The discovered record
would have had to reflect full-body testing. That would be true for current
documents provided by the VA for our review.





