RON JOHNSON, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN

JOHN MCcCAIN, ARIZONA THOMAS R. CARPER, DELAWARE

ROB PORTMAN, OHIO CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI
RAND PAUL, KENTUCKY JON TESTER, MONTANA
JAMES LANKFORD, OKLAHOMA TAMMY BALDWIN, WISCONSIN

MICHAEL B. ENZI, WYOMING HEIDI HEITKAMP, NORTH DAKOTA | c
KELLY AYOTTE, NEW HAMPSHIRE CORY A. BOOKER, NEW JERSEY - nltz tat[ Enﬂt[
JONI ERNST, IOWA GARY C. PETERS, MICHIGAN

BEN SASSE, NEBRASKA

" ' COMMITTEE ON
> S F S REC
GABRIELLE A, BATKI, MINGAITY STAFF DIRECTOR HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
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April 22,2016

The Honorable Chuck Rosenberg
Acting Administrator

Drug Enforcement Administration
U.S. Department of Justice

8701 Morrissette Dr.

Springfield, VA 22152

Dear Mr. Rosenberg:

[ am writing you regarding the Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) Global
Discovery program, a counternarcotics effort in Afghanistan that DEA conducted in partnership
with the Department of Defense (DOD). The primary purpose of this program was the purchase
and modification of a large aircraft to provide DEA aerial surveillance capabilities in the combat
environment of Afghanistan. A recent U.S. Department of Justice Office of Inspector General
(OIG) report identified that the Global Discovery program has cost taxpayers more than $86
million, yet the aircraft, in the OIG’s words, “remains inoperable, resting on jacks, and has never
actually flown in Afghanistan.”' Given the DEA’s drawdown in Afghanistan, it is likely that the
aircraft, if it is ever completed, will never fly there.?

The OIG report raises troubling issues in addition to this inexcusable waste of taxpayer
money.

e The Global Discovery program was initially intended to be completed in 2012, but
instead has missed every subsequent delivery date. The aircraft now has a planned
delivery date of June 2016, but given the program’s history it appears likely that this
date will not be met, either.

e At the same time that the delivery has continually been delayed, the DEA has
admitted that the aircraft will not be completed with all the required modifications to
the aircraft. For example, a retractable camera system will not be included, requiring
the DEA to arrange for its installation at an additional cost of $3 million.

! Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General, Audit of the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s Aviation Operations with the Department of Defense in Afghanistan, (Audit
Division 16-16) (March 2016).

? Briefing by James A. Mitzelfeld, Senior Counsel, Department of Justice Office of the
Inspector General to Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Staff (April 7, 2016).
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e The DEA failed to comply with the Federal Acquisition Regulation and its own
solicitation in purchasing the aircraft. The DEA did not take into account the cost to
establish an infrastructure of pilots, mechanics, trainers, and spare parts required to
operate a new type of aircraft. The DEA also failed to evaluate each bid received on
the factors it listed in its solicitation, potentially awarding a contract for an aircraft
that did not meet DEA’s requirements.

e The DOD awarded a $1.9 million contract for a hangar to store the DEA aircraft, but
the aircraft was never housed there, and likely never will.

e The OIG audited a select number of expenditures made by the Global Discovery
Program, and among those expenditures alone found more than $2 million in
unallowable and unsupported costs.

e DEA had no performance metrics to determine whether the Global Discovery
program was an effective part of DEA’s counternarcotics efforts in Afghanistan.
Reviewing the reports that DEA filed on the missions flown using available aircraft,
OIG found that DEA’s data was not accurate.

e DEA spent nearly $50,000 in travel to oversee the Global Discovery contract, even
though contract oversight for this program was clearly inadquate.’

As you may know, counternarcotics contracts have been the subject of special attention
for me for many years.4 Given my concern, I request that the DEA brief Subcommittee staff on
the Global Discovery program and that the Department provide the following information:

(1) The name and title of the official and office currently responsible for the Global
- Discovery program;

(2) Additional expended and anticipated costs on the Global Discovery program beyond
OIG’s reported expenditures of $86,559,160 through July 2015;

3 Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General, Audit of the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s Aviation Operations with the Department of Defense in Afghanistan, (Audit
Division 16-16) (March 2016).

* Letter from Sen. Claire McCaskill to Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel (May 30,
2014); Letter from Sen. Claire McCaskill to State Department Inspector General Steve A. Linick
(May 30, 2014); Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Subcommittee
on Contracting Oversight, Staff Report: New Information about Counternarcotics Contracts in
Latin America (June 11, 2011); Senate Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight,
Hearing on Counternarcotics Contracts in Latin America, 11" Cong. (May 20, 2010).
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(3) The current expected delivery date for the ATR 42-500 aircraft and the planned use
for the aircraft;

(4) Any DEA audits, reviews or assessments of the Global Discovery Program;

(5) The names, titles and offices for currently employed DEA personnel previously
responsible for the Global Discovery program;

(6) The status of DEA’s efforts to recover unallowable and unsupported expenditures
under the Global Discovery Program.

I request that you provide this information and briefing as soon as possible, but no later
than May 13, 2016.

I appreciate your assistance. Please contact Jackson Eaton my staff on the Subcommittee
at (202) 224-9505 with any questions. Please send any official correspondence relating to this
request to Kelsey_Stroud@hsgac.senate.gov.

Sincerely,
S
Claire McCaskill
Ranking Member
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
cc: Rob Portman
Chairman

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations



